Spring 2008 Update

“Mine shows no significant change”

Further to our Newsletter last year we are committed to keping residents informed on
this project. You will have no doubt seen the articles irither the Evening Gazette or
Northern Echo containing details and photographs from our Mine Irspection carried out
at the end of 2007.

The mine ceased to be a working entity in 1971 and was decommissiob@Binfollowing

which it has been under a management regime undertaken by ICI.
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Leading Mining Consultants White Young Green were appointed todnipe mine and to
assess if the conditions had deteriorated over the last 30 Yearfighlights of this report,
which was received by NPL in February 2008, are noted below and a Non Technioai§um

and presentation are available to download from our website.

The inspection of Bilingham Anhydrite Mine was undertaken oveveaday period between
3rd and 7th September 2007, with preparatory works to gain acctss mine being carried

out over the previous 5-week period.

A visual inspection was made of pre-identified representatreas of the mine to confirm
previous assumptions made on: the water makes within the mine; ibestability; and the

condition of the shafts and pit bottom circuits.

Entry was effected using temporary platforms at surface, MRessue Emergency Winding

Equipment and man-riding conveyances.

The summarised conclusion of the White Young Green report
‘Inspection of the Billingham Anhydrite Mine September 2007’ is
“The mine shows no significant change”.




NPL Estates is aware of feedback received directlyrom its website and through consultatio

with community groups such as the Billingham Partnership Board and Bihgham Town Council.
Some frequently asked questions are noted below:

Q Can you give me an understanding of the position with ICI?

A ICI has been sold to Akzo Nobel and it was basically boughtdardo acquire the Paints busingss.
Akzo was currently still trading under the ICI name amdnow the owners of the mine but @re
legally bound to honour all agreements already in place. ICI lgreedito sell the mine to NPL @n
strictly agreed principles iNPL decide they can make use of the mine. ICl and NPlageskd ¢
legally binding restrictive covenant — to prevent nuclear waste freimg stored in the mine— afd
Akzo are legally bound to honour this agreement. IClI and NIPLiiat this was the strongeést
ongoing protection it could give to the people of Billingham. From aMkzo point of view it is
now in the hands of NPL to make a decision as to whether to proceed with the project.

Is this a new restrictive covenant and one that Akzo was aware of and happy alydu

Yes. A restrictive covenant can only be placed on a parkynge® purchase and it only comes ifito
effect if the sale goes forward. Legally Akzo are bound to homeucdvenant. In addition to this
restrictive covenant there are 2 further safeguards on theanusteie from statutory authoriti@s.
The first is through Stockton Borough Council. NPL have agreedjtoasiSection 106 Plannifig
Agreement with the Council which will prohibit the disposal of nucieaste at the site.  This can
only be done following the grant of planning permission. The secaioiggh the Environme
Agency. NPL require to obtain an IPPC permit from the Environmgengy to operate the mifle
and this will prohibit nuclear waste disposal. This effectivglyes 3 guarantees from sepafate
sources that nuclear waste will not be stored or disposed of at the mine

What kind of waste will be stored in the mine?

to facilities such as SITA on Haverton Hill Road where the evesburned and electricity generalied
by using the heat. As with any burning process there isharesislue, it is this residue that NPL il
be putting in the mine. Given its property as an ash it cannotlgadbll in that state (or it woul
blow everywhere) therefore the mine offers the solution. Mlrisently being transported on the raad
for mine storage in Cheshire every day.

Why do you have to store this under my house?

We don’t. The waste entering the mine will have a recordwifce, be tested on site and storef in
special conditions giving no rise to health problems. However publiep@rn of having any waste
stored under their property (even 200+m underground) creates afles@hcern. NPL have listengd
to that concern and with their consultants have identified an aréaigalisposal underground in the
mine which does not sit under residential areas. Furthermore, we have mthtietythat we will ng
infill under houses at any point in the future.

If you have any questions on the project please address them to arran.came@npl-estates.com



This project has the potential to deliver a number of real smmunity benefits in the surrounding
area in the form of:

EMPLOYMENT

During the construction phase of this project 50 posts will be crdatea duration of 12-18 months.
During the operation of the project there will be 30 jobs createdtlyir@ith more indirect function§
such as transport and maintenance. All of these posts will betiadgdocally. NPL support and will
work with Stockton Borough Council on local employment initiatives throutgbleng unemploye
youngsters to train on some of our sites nationwide equipping thignthe skills to find permanent afd
worthwhile employment.

LANDFILL TAX CREDITS

For every tonne of waste that is deposited in the mine the comnuamtypenefit from landfill ta
credits. When the mine is operating at envisaged capacitywithimean a figure in excess of £300,000
a year will be made available for spending in the locality. Tumsling would be distributed through
groups such as Teesside Environmental Trust. Local projects wieichiraady benefiting from the
landfill tax scheme include Saltholme Nature Reserve and John Whitehead Park.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS FUND

In addition to the formal landfill tax scheme NPL Estates willvide direct monies to the communityin
the form of a “lorry tax” Providing some £25,000 per year for commuwsé this could be dispersed
by a local forum such as Billingham Town Council. Elsewh&milar funding has been used fior
improvements and support such as provision of play equipment, improved commagilities, gals
days etc. We would like your ideas of how this money could be spent in Billingham.



NPL Estates are approaching the final stages of tirefeasibility works to determine
whether to proceed to the planning stages for thigroject.

To date we have considered:

Considerable ICI historical data

Consultants reports

White Young Green’s Inspection Report from September 2007
Waste Consultants Market Research

In order to finalise this process before making a decisiormove forward to the planning stage§ of
this project, NPL through their consultant Wardell-Armgiraare submitting a Screening & Scoping
Report to Stockton Borough Council. This document outlines the process ratiapeshould the projegt
move forward. The report is a document which Stockton Borough Coutiagsue to statutory consultegs
in the application area asking for comments. These commentsbamkeo NPL in the form of a Scopifig
Opinion from SBC. This document will be reviewed by NPL to idertithere are any major issues whitch
have been overlooked. Once this has been done NPL will be able to nhalke informed decision o
whether to proceed to the planning stages.

Should this be the case planning and licence applicationtak# in the region of 18 months to complete
during which full statutory and continued community consultation will be carried out.

GALLERY —Below you will find a selection of photographs from tteEent mine inspection. The
full collection is available to view on our website.

NPL Estates Ltd, 105 West George Street, Glasgow G2 1PB
Email: info@nplwastemanagement.com
www.nplwastemanagement.com




